
1 of 3

Rev. Dr. Don L. Davis

From everlasting, in that matchless mystery of existence before time began,

our Triune God dwelt in perfect splendor in eternal community as Father, Son,

and Holy Spirit, the I Am, displaying his perfect attributes in eternal

relationship, needing nothing, in boundless holiness, joy, and beauty.

According to his sovereign will, our God purposed out of love to create a

universe where his splendor would be revealed, and a world where his glory

would be displayed and where a people made in his own image would dwell,

sharing in fellowship with him and enjoying union with himself in

relationship, all for his glory.

Inflamed by lust, greed, and pride, the first human pair rebelled against his

will, deceived by the great prince, Satan, whose diabolical plot to supplant

God as ruler of all, resulted in countless angelic beings resisting God’s divine

will in the heavenlies. Through Adam and Eve’s disobedience, they exposed

themselves and their heirs to misery and death, and through their rebellion

ushered creation into chaos, suffering, and evil. Through sin and rebellion, the

union between God and creation was lost, and now all things are subject to the

effects of this great fall–alienation, separation, and condemnation become the

underlying reality for all things. No angel, human being, or creature can solve

this dilemma, and without God’s direct intervention, all the universe, the

world, and all its creatures would be lost.

In sovereign covenantal love, God determined to remedy the effects of the

universe’s rebellion by sending a Champion, his only Son, who would take on

the form of the fallen pair, embrace and overthrow their separation from God,

and suffer in the place of all humankind for its sin and disobedience. So,
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through his covenant faithfulness, God became directly involved in human

history for the sake of their salvation. The Lord God stoops to engage his

creation for the sake of restoring it, to put down evil once and for all, and to

establish a people out of which his Champion would come to establish his

reign in this world once more.

And so, through Noah, he saves the world from its own evil, through

Abraham, he selects the clan through which the seed would come. Through

Isaac, he continues the promise to Abraham, and through Jacob (Israel) he

establishes his nation, identifying the tribe out of which he will come (Judah).

Through Moses, he delivers his own from oppression and gives them his

covenantal law, and through Joshua, he brings his people into the land of

promise. Through judges and leaders he superintends his people, and through

David, he covenants to bring a King from his clan who will reign forever.

Despite his promise, though, his people fall short of his covenant time after

time. Their stubborn and persistent rejection of the Lord finally leads to the

nation’s judgment, invasion, overthrow, and captivity. Mercifully, he

remembers his covenant and allows a remnant to return—for the promise and

the story were not done.

Some four hundred years of silence occurred. Yet, in the fullness of time, God

fulfilled his covenant promise by entering into this realm of evil, suffering, and

alienation through the incarnation. In the person of Jesus of Nazareth, God

came down from heaven and lived among us, displaying the Father’s glory,

fulfilling the requirements of God’s moral law, and demonstrating the power

of the Kingdom of God in his words, works, and exorcisms. On the Cross he

took on our rebellion, destroyed death, overcame the devil, and rose on the

third day to restore creation from the Fall, to make an end of sin, disease, and

war, and to grant never-ending life to all people who embrace his salvation.
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Ascended to the Father’s right hand, the Lord Jesus Christ has sent the Holy

Spirit into the world, forming a new people made up of both Jew and Gentile,

the Church. Commissioned under his headship, they testify in word and deed

the gospel of reconciliation to the whole creation, and when they have

completed their task, he will return in glory and complete his work for

creation and all creatures. Soon, he will put down sin, evil, death, and the

effects of the Curse forever, and restore all creation under its true rule,

refreshing all things in a new heavens and new earth, where all beings and all

creation will enjoy the shalom of the triune God forever, to his glory and

honor alone.
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